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Hong Kong Design Centre is a non-governmental organisation,
and was founded in 2001 as a strategic partner of the HKSAR
Government in establishing Hong Kong as an international
centre of design excellence in Asia.
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Our public mission is to promote wider and strategic

use of design and design thinking to create business

value and improve societal well-being, with the aim

-~
1! of advancing Hong Kong as an international design

-~

'l"l' centre in Asia.
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CONNECT industry doers and thinkers, foster cross-sector and cross-

discipline exchange and collaboration
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CELEBRATE talents and designs that improve quality of life and

address social innovation
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NURTURE creativity and entrepreneurship among students, design-start-ups

and emerging brands
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ADVANCE expertise and knowledge to promote innovation and

growth within Hong Kong’s design community
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ENGAGE the society by sharing industry news, knowledge and

insights with the press as well as the public
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Message from the Chairman & Executive Director £fERTH 2 E
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DESTGN REDEFINED

The year 2019-2020 was marked by unprecedented change for Hong Kong Design Centre (HKDC):
our office was relocated to The Mills, a cultural and creative hub in Tsuen Wan, and our first pub-
lic-facing initiative, “Design Spectrum” was inaugurated in Wan Chai. In early 2020, in response
to the emerging global impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, we started adapting the format of our
initiatives to forge on with our mission. In a world full of change and uncertainty, how can we

continue to move forward and embrace the future?

HKDC'’s Chairman Prof. Eric Yim and Executive Director Dr Edmund Lee believe that we need
to redefine design as a people-oriented approach to solving problems, and harness the essence
of design thinking to weather the unpredictable challenges ahead. It is important to cultivate an

innovative mindset in order to navigate the ‘new normal’ and see change as an opportunity.
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ERIC: Prof. Eric Yim, Chairman of HKDC
EDMUND : Dr Edmund Lee, Executive Director of HKDC

Q1 How would you summarise the work and developments of
HKDC in the year 2019-20 in a few words?

ERIC - | would say it was a year of "design redefined". Firstly,
HKDC bid farewell to its 14-year work base and moved into
The Mills in Tsuen Wan in May 2019. Incorporating design
thinking into creating an open-plan office, our new work space
encourages more communication, collaboration and creative
thinking among colleagues, redefining our work culture through

placemaking.

Secondly, in response to the rapidly changing circumstances
under the pandemic, we had to rethink the way we deliver
what used to be physical events. Observing social distancing
protocols, we added more digital components to our events
and experimented with brand-new ways to connect with various
stakeholder groups, so that we could continue our efforts to
promote the value of design to different community sectors

and the public at large.

EDMUND - True, and it's time that we ask everyone to revisit
the definition of ‘designer’ too. | remember when the instructor
asked who was working as a designer in one of our “Unleash!
Empowered by Design Thinking” (Unleash!) workshops earlier,
only three out of ten participants raised their hands. But when
he rephrased the question to, “Who is responsible for project

planning in your organisation?”, seven people put their hands

up!

Many people misinterpret design as being about aesthetics.
In the broader sense of the word ‘design’, a lot of people
are ‘designers’ as roles like talent recruitment, day-to-day
operations and even logistics involve ‘design’ in the form of
planning and process arrangements. HKDC hopes to cultivate a
design culture by educating the public that design is an integral
part of our lives, and that we are in fact all ‘designers’. We
need to cultivate a deeper understanding of design and design
thinking if we are to drive the development and co-create a new

future for Hong Kong.

Q2 - Can you share your most memorable moments in the year
2019-20?

ERIC - We are living in the age of 'TUNA’, where we need to
accept and embrace ‘Turbulent, ‘Uncertain’, ‘Novel’ and
‘Ambiguous’ situations. In these times, we must foster our
creative thinking and be able to come up with innovative

solutions when facing different conditions.

My most memorable moment this year would have to be the
cancellation of our annual flagship Business of Design Week
(BODW) Summit in 2019 for the first time in its history. This
prompted us to further apply design thinking and explore new
approaches to organising forthcoming events, so that we could

continue engaging industry professionals as well as the public.
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We must foster our creative
thinking and be able to come up
with innovative solutions when
facing different conditions.”

EDMUND - As Eric pointed out, while the situation that led
to the event’s cancellation was not something that could be
helped, it also opened new opportunities for us to promote the
unique value of design thinking. Facing a highly complex and
fast-changing environment, people of all trades and industries
need to rethink how to keep their business going in today’s
new reality. Design thinking, with its potential for developing
creative solutions to problems, is precisely what we need to

overcome the challenges confronting us now.
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Design is an integral part
of our lives, and we are
in fact all designers.”
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Q3 - "Engaging the society" is one of the core pillars of HKDC'’s mission in

promoting design. What have you done this year toward this respect?

EDMUND - In the past two years, with support from the government and
partners across different industry sectors, we have been stepping up our

efforts to promote design and design thinking in the community.

In particular, three initiatives are working in synergy to boost Hong Kong's
creative vibe. These initiatives are BODW CityProg, an extension of our
Business of Design Week (BODW) designed to connect the city’s creative
units and strengthen our creative ecosystem; Design District Hong Kong
(#ddHK) with the objective of redefining public spaces and engaging people
with the community through placemaking; and Design Spectrum at 7 Mallory
Street in Wan Chai, with year-round design exhibitions and workshops to

foster knowledge and appreciation of design among the public.

ERIC - Designers are known for their strong curiosity and inquisitive nature,
with a powerful desire for change. They are also good at solving problems by
thinking creatively. Through various HKDC projects, we hope to cultivate the
designer DNA in decision-makers, professionals and members of the general
public, as we encourage them to harness their innovative potential and create
value for society.

Understanding that education in design thinking should start from an early
age, HKDC has been organising customised workshops for teachers under
our Unleash! programme. The idea is to inspire them to help foster, through

teaching, more innovative spirit in the new generation.

As the government’s strategic partner, we also seek to promote the value of
design at a policy level by incorporating design thinking into every partnership
project with government departments. A recent example is the “Improving
Public Toilet Services” project. While we can see that it is important to improve
the looks of a facility and address inherent problems, it is even more crucial to
look into the user experience, and get into the nitty-gritty of management and
maintenance going forward. By complementing design with technology, we

can achieve more people-oriented outcomes.

Q4% - What can local designers and the Hong Kong government do to promote

Hong Kong as an international design capital?

EDMUND - The inclusiveness of design facilitates access of different regional
markets for designers. | would suggest that local designers try to broaden their
horizons and actively explore new markets at home and abroad. Designers
should “stand higher, look further, see wider and reach deeper” to capture
more opportunities and acquire knowledge beyond the design discipline,
such as business skills like communication and digital marketing. Our Design
Incubation Programme and Fashion Incubation Programme are doing exactly
that - provide all-round support for local designers to help drive the healthy

development of our creative ecosystem.

ERIC - The HKSAR Chief Executive, in the Policy Addresses of 2017 and 2018,
have affirmed the value of design and innovation for society and the role of
design thinking as an approach to problem-solving. HKDC therefore rolled out
the Unleash! programme in 2018, with a view to broadening the understanding
and application of design thinking across all industries in Hong Kong. In 2019-
2020, HKDC also provided training for 230 professionals in the public service
sector via the Institute of Design Knowledge to foster knowledge of design
thinking among decision-makers. We are grateful to have the government’s
support in recognition of our team's long-standing efforts.

Q5 - The government has announced plans to move HKDC to a design and
fashion base in Sham Shui Po in 2023. What role would you expect HKDC

to play in the community?

ERIC-HKDC has plans to relocate to Sham Shui Po and operate the design and
fashion base there in 2023, which is under construction by the Urban Renewal
Authority. With a long history as Hong Kong'’s fashion and fabric hub, Sham
Shui Po has lately seen an emergence of art and cultural boutiques, creative
shops and cosy cafés that attract a younger crowd. With the new design and
fashion base, we look to enhance the creative vibe within and beyond the Sham
Shui Po community, promote the value of design, and captivate the public with

good design.

Over the years, HKDC has organised a variety of events and initiatives with
the goal of redefining design and engaging different stakeholders from an all-
round perspective, showing that everyone can embrace design thinking and
become a ‘designer’. With an expanding alliance of partners, we look forward
to building a stronger spirit of collaboration to promote Hong Kong's design

power far and wide.
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Drumming Up a New Beat for Design
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Design and innovation, driven by entrepreneurial spirit and business vigour, can create immense

value for our economy, society, culture and living.

Business of Design Week (BODW), held since 2002, has grown into a premier annual international
event for design, innovation and brands, bringing together world-renowned design visionaries
and influential business leaders to converge ideas in the global city of Hong Kong. Organised
by Hong Kong Design Centre (HKDC) with the Hong Kong Trade Development Council as a co-
organiser and Create Hong Kong of the HKSAR Government as the lead sponsor, the BODW
Summit is held in partnership with a country or city every year, with plenary talks, forums and

dialogues to promote creative collaborations across industries, sectors and borders.

Some topics addressed at the Summit include the latest in space design, communication
design, product design, as well as brand innovations, digital technology, creative leadership
and culture and the city. Delegates are invited to explore emerging global trends in business
and design from forerunners in the industry, and appreciate the many game-changing aspects of
design. Alongside the Summit, BODW also features citywide events together with partners and
collaborators. They include the BODW CityProg, Designinspire, deTour and the Business of IP
Asia Forum, bringing about a most eagerly-anticipated, spectacular annual celebration of design.
They continue to encourage exchange and symbiosis for the creative industry and deliver on the

vision of transforming Hong Kong into a centre of design excellence.
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* The BODW Summit originally scheduled on 2 to 7 December 2019 was cancelled due to prevailing circumstances
in Hong Kong. [REF2019F12A2AE7HETHNIRITERFES - ETHELUNNERMEVE
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Dressing Up Asia
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As a melting pot of Western and Eastern cultures, Hong Kong is one of the top fashion
cities in the world, where arts and culture make a huge splash. Presented by Hong Kong
Design Centre and coinciding with Business of Design Week, FASHION ASIA accentuates

the city's leading position in the fashion business.

Being the highlight of the event, “Fashion Challenges Forum” gathers 30 pioneering
CEOs, business leaders and designers of various international fashion labels. The forum
is unfolded over two days through a series of enlightening dialogues and conferences,
looking into the success formulas of different influential brands around the world, as well

as how the fashion industry can be made more sustainable.

“10 Asian Designers to Watch” is another distinctive programme of FASHION ASIA
in which the works of ten talented fashion design units in Asia are exhibited. An award
ceremony is held to acknowledge their outstanding creativity and craftsmanship, and
the designers are also given chances to meet buyers and fashion magazine editors from
across the globe, providing them an excellent platform to build up their reputation. Other
fashion pieces by the designers of partner institutions and local fashion graduates are also

featured in the Hong Kong Showroom and Pop-up Spaces along with the exhibition.
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* All the FASHION ASIA 2019 HONG KONG programmes originally scheduled to take place between 3 and 10
December — including Fashion Challenges Forum, 10 Asian Designers to Watch, Hong Kong Showroom and
Pop-up Spaces — were cancelled due to prevailing circumstances in Hong Kong.
RETF2019512 A3H E10HZ1THIFASHION ASIA 2019 HONG KONGZEREESR) » BEMAT AW ISR ~ 10
Asian Designers To WatchZf + Hong Kong Showroom&Pop-up Spaces » £F & HiTHERMEVH °
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VISION 20/21: Finding Clarity in Uncertainty
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In times of change and uncertainty, a collaborative creative vision can make a

difference in finding clarity for the future.

Held on 30 November - 5 December, BODW 2020 will bring together visionaries

and creative leaders across sectors and industries from around the world to share
their vision through high-level discussions, forums and masterclasses. They will
provide timely insights into trends, creative leadership and the future of design,

and explore topics that offer a glimpse of the ‘new normal’.
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“Design” is not something that we can only find and experience in design museums, concept stores or art galleries. Just

slow down and take a look around you. You may suddenly realise that “design” is omnipresent — on the streets of Wan

Next Step Forward for the Fashion Industry
NET e =l SRR BT —ih

Chai, in quaint little shops at Sham Shui Po, in a playground in To Kwa Wan - in any and all parts of the cityscape of Hong

\

Kong, an interesting melting pot of Chinese and Western influences.

Learn more

FASHION ASIA 2020 is going digital and will be broadcasted live to a global
audience on 2 - 3 December. Over 20 speakers worldwide will participate in the
“Fashion Challenges Digital Forum”, exploring the various business challenges
facing the global fashion sector. The event will also include the “10 Asian
Designers To Watch 2020 Virtual Exhibition”, which will showcase creations from

the region’s finest design talents.
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This year, we have organised a series of creative programmes to engage the public. These include BODW CityProg,
Design District Hong Kong (#ddHK) as well as Design Spectrum, a brand-new project presenting a panoramic view
of the quintessence of Asia’s design culture. Through a rich variety of themed exhibitions, educational activities,
and large-scale public arts installations, these programmes encourage us to open our senses and be more mindful of
everyday things and places around us. Only from this perspective can we see building facades, trams, parks, and streets
as the living embodiment of creativity. These programmes show us that “design” is never far from us — it is much closer

to our life than we think.
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Design EduVation Oil ST

RRURAFIE BODW CityProg, an extension programme of Business of Design Week with

Create Hong Kong as the lead sponsor, aspires to “Connect City |deas” by

Satellite Events & Offers enlivening local communities with inspirational, outstanding design, while
DEFEDRMKE fostering mutual support and matching among creative units, businesses and

community organisations. By invigorating Hong Kong's creative forces and
promoting public interaction through design, BODW CityProg sows the seeds

of inspiration, enabling them to take root in the community and thrive.

Continuing the overwhelming success of its debut in 2018, BODW CityProg

returned with even more exciting programmes in November and December

2019 by connecting with over 100 partners. The programme demonstrated the 1 6 Anchor Sites
FERFHiH
value and diversity of design and shared the joy and fun of design with the
general public through three collaborative platforms: “Anchor Site Festivals”,
Design EduVation” and “Satellite Events & Offers”. + Activated
?OO Community Partners
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Anchor Site Festivals
FEMFIGHBIET

BODW CityProg is a citywide programme which practically brings design to
our doorstep, concentrating on seven major districts including Wan Chai,
Sham Shui Po, Tsuen Wan, Fo Tan, To Kwa Wan, North Point and Chai Wan,

where a series of creative activities was staged in 16 Anchor Sites.

At 7 Mallory Street in Wan Chai, the COLLATE HONG KONG digital art
exhibition and Eco Garden smart ecological public furniture exhibition
curated by the Department for International Trade of UK gave visitors a taste
of the design vigour of Britain and Northern Ireland, as though they had just
arrived in the UK after a subway ride. Lovers of local culture, meanwhile,
discovered the charm of Sham Shui Po (SSP) with the “SSP Shops Digital
Directory” prepared by residents and creative units for the key Anchor Site
partner Wontomeen on Lai Chi Kok Road. From the “DIY Workshop of Silk
Quilt Making”, the guided “Tour Around SSP” to the cosy “SSP Kai Fong Chit-
chat” with friendly locals, participants at home and abroad were deeply drawn
into the livelihoods and traditions of Sham Shui Po, made fascinating with

design.
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“Design Form Festival”, organised by SOSO Enterprise Limited & THY LAB,
explored different forms of performance art and design to illustrate how design
thinking and different design disciplines impact our interpersonal relationships.
SOSO Enterprise Limited R RMITEIEZE MRt - FEXT " FITAEBEAH
REMZ AR HHIRTBEME MR TR NETZIHAS AKX FR

Designer Rayman Leung shared 2D graphic skill at “Design Lab: Dismantling
Dimensions with Rayman Leung”, as part of the "Today at Apple" programme at
the Apple Store in Causeway Bay.
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Design EduVation
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Wondering how design thinking can be applied in our everyday lives? Let’s

start with our streets and alleyways.

In addition to the Anchor Site events, BODW CityProg collaborated with
creative communities to organise a series of captivating Design EduVation
programmes to look into topical issues. At the “#CITY” workshops, streetside
exhibitions and talks organised by Sham Shui Po’s art space openground,
participants were invited to reimagine the neighbourhood using hashtags. By
collecting stories about spaces on Tai Nan Street, Ki Lung Street and Yu Chau
Street, they identified a new theme for each street, and came up with three
design installations to present the three streetscapes with an innovative twist.
The event invited participants to discover the beauty of the local community
from a new perspective, and encouraged them to get hands-on in turning

creative inspirations into design.
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3 The Consulate General of Italy in Hong Kong and the Italian Chamber of Commerce in
Hong Kong and Macao put together the ITALIA MIA Festival to promote lItalian culture,
food and lifestyle.
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4 Wontonmeen on Lai Chi Kok Road connected locals and organisations in the
neighbourhood by engaging the broader community in workshops on traditional arts and
crafts, such as making silk quilts.
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5 "Eco Garden’, an exhibition co-organised by HKDC and the Department for International
Trade of UK, showcased a collection of smart and environment-friendly public space
furniture.
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Satellite Events & Offers
BEEDNRILE

The allure of design can be seen everywhere in our daily lives. Thanks to the
enthusiastic support of different partners including design agencies, creative
and community groups, brands, academic institutions and foreign consulates,
BODW CityProg delivered over 100 satellite events that brought together

design lovers from all corners of the world.

Fans of Scandinavian design explored the philosophy behind Sweden’s
innovations at “SWED Talk: Designing a Sustainable Future”. Art group Urban
Sketchers Hong Kong took to the streets with “Wan Chai Under the Sketching
Pens and Camera Lens” as participants captured the cityscape with sketches.
Luen Cheong Leather showcased a collection of creative aprons at “Leather
Aprons for the Future” to demonstrate the seamless blend of design in every
little detail of our lives. Cultivating the habit of discovering good design in our
surroundings - like the satellites that have always been around us - is one of

the many goals of BODW CityProg.
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Anyone rushing through the MTR Wan Chai Station now has a reason to
slow down for a moment. Whether you are just getting off the train or
heading towards the platform, you can eye on a magnificent photographic

installation blurring the lines between reality and fiction.

“This is Wan Chai”, a permanent photographic installation has been unveiled
at the upper and lower platforms of the MTR Wan Chai Station since March
2020. The project gives passengers a glimpse of Wan Chai District’s

character and exuberance as they arrive at the station.

Commissioned by the MTR Corporation (MTR) and jointly initiated by the
Hong Kong Design Centre (HKDC), “This is Wan Chai” is a placemaking
initiative with various collaborators in the creative, design and business
fields from Hong Kong and abroad. These include Hong Kong Ballet,
Treacle Media, UK's Department for International Trade (DIT) and

Conran + Partners. The installation is a joint creation by more than
100 participants. It captured the wonderful performance of 40 ballet
dancers (principal, soloist, coryphée, corps de ballet dancers from Hong
Kong Ballet) alongside other partnering units, artists, production crew and

residents of Wan Chai and beyond.

The installation employs acute camerawork to underscore the
dynamism of Wan Chai. It weaves realistic and imagined perspectives
together in its depiction of everyday rituals. Life and theatre have a certain
affinity, and this is showcased in the way the ballet dancers interact with the
passers-by on the streets of the district. In this way, the MTR station
becomes a stage where life is put on show. It invites the public to reimagine
the transportation hub as an important social space within the local

community.
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